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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Exempts 501(c)(4) entities, operating as advocacy 

organizations, from registering as a charitable organization, if the entity contacts or urges the 

public to contact members of a legislative or other government body for the purpose of 

proposing, supporting, or opposing legislation, executive orders, administrative rules, or other 

government action, or the organization employs lobbyists. 

 

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Decrease State Revenue – Exceeds $22,000/Charitable Solicitations Fund      
 

  

 Assumptions: 

 

 Based on information provided by the Secretary of State (SOS), there are currently 236 

501(c)(4) organizations registered with the Division of Charitable Solicitations. 

 Organizations pay annual filing fees ranging from $80 to $240, which is dependent on 

annual gross revenue for the previous fiscal year.  In FY14-15, these organizations paid 

approximately $44,000 in filing fees. 

 It is unknown how many 501(c)(4) organizations will no longer be required to register 

under the provisions of this bill.  However, it is reasonable to presume that at least 50 

percent will begin contacting and urging the public to contact members of legislative 

bodies or other governmental entities for the purpose of influencing legislation and other 

governmental matters, in order to avoid paying any annual fees.  Such number is 

anticipated to increase over time.  

 The recurring decrease in the Charitable Solicitations Fund is estimated to exceed 

$22,000 ($44,000 x 50%).  

 

 

 

IMPACT TO COMMERCE: 

 
 Decrease Business Expenditures – Exceeds $22,000              
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 Assumption: 

 

 The provisions of the bill will result in a recurring decrease in business expenditures 

estimated to exceed $22,000.  The bill will not otherwise impact commerce or jobs in 

Tennessee.     

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

        
Krista M. Lee, Executive Director 
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